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To the Hon. H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court 


for Lee County, Virginia. 


- ’ ply complaining, your,oratrix, Alice Edwards, resi- 
nt 


dent of sai Sounty, ‘would /respect ful ly represent and show 


O 

your honor, that on the 14th day of May, 1908, she ran off to Tennes+ 
see and was there married to Harvey Edwards, she being at the time 

16 years of age, and he 18 years of age; that they lived together 

as husband and wife about three months, during which time, or the 
preater portion thereof, he was ill tempered, quarrelsome, abusive . 
towards your oratrix, threatening at different time to wnip and beat 
her, and on one occasion did strike here with a broom stick, asta Oo nm 
different occasions threatened to kil'l her, and at one time drew 

a shot gun on her and threatenemed to shoot her with it, putting 

your oratrix am fear of her life or great bodily harm at his hands. 
Finally,and about three months after their marriage, he sWelieonaa your 
oratrix and has foiled and refused ever since to live with her as her 
husband. The said Harvey Edwards is temporarily living in the State 
of Tennessee. 

Your oratrix will further represent and show tnto your 
honor, that the said defendant since their said marriage and within 
less than five years before this date, has been esuilty of adultery 
with a@efferent women on various occasions in the neighborhood 
in whith he ievet— re and your ii, The Lae 
Virginia. All ‘of which acts of Lae have been Ca cause upo 

& - A Ly pon 
her part and without her consent or conni#ance, and she has not lived 
or cohabited with her said husband since she became convinced of 
his acts of adultery. 

The object of this swxk bill is to obtain a divorce 


from the bonds of matrimony existing poy your oratrix and her 


ee! - / 
said husband. , To this end/she makeé the said Harvey Edwards the 


party,defendant hereto aye ar he b eguirgd to answer the 
“4 A EY AAA Lone ® atnsittel Fa7 bers 


Same, but not under oath that being’ waived; that on a hearing the 
Fuck : 


relief above sought be granted, together with all other further. and 


general relief as may be suited to the case. And your oratrix will 


ever pray &c. | _ 
4 /- Yo 
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jnfant under the age of twenty-one years, by. Zt1. ey ae : 
guardian ad litem, assigned to defend me” in this suit, toa bill of complaint exhibited against 


Sa __ eegpikees 1 the Sioeaeay ae Court for the_ oe os of 


Therespondent , reserving toAcesereY/ _the Pie of all just Serge to the said bill, for 





answer thereto, answering by said guardian ad litem: ysay_ that. Aa Ad Cle infant of 


| 
tender years, and by reason of such disability. ©@# incapable of understanding, or of 
: A ~ ; : {2 | 
taking care of__4 7 ______rights and interests, Lt therefore commend the same 
to the protection of the court, and prays that no decree may be pronounced which will tend 


Ss 
to_. ome _prejudice. 


. : . : ‘\ 
And having answered, the respondent pray to be hence dismissed with Ps, 





reasonable costs, in this behalf expended; and_ Bugs _._will ever pray, &c. 


V7). ( vA ot, , —_. Guardian ad litem. 








aed 
at eae 


This day, P)L7 yy ae, ae : , whose name is signed to 
the foregoing auswer, personally appeared before ne J. Wr rt. CA KKH _ | ee ee 


aud made oath that the statements made therein, so far as they depend upon his own a wa 


“i 
baie 


edge, are true, and so far as they depend upon knowledge derived from others he believes them 


to be true. 


rd, 


Given under my hand, this Py 
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Alice Wawards. Ay a ee Plaintiff. 
AN 


VS. In Chancery 


Harvey Edwards / Defendant. 


This cause came on to be heard upon the bill of the pied noi tt. 
the process duly executed on the defendant and the cause regularly 
matured at ruled and set for eine pn ary and at ay ee 

AN [fel OrircsMaer prc Pes, Thy A1d Yt LOtrsa € Attlee , 
depsotions Ct) OS Sane pe nd was argued by courfsel foy the’ ola inter e, 
On consideration thereof it igs adjugged ordered and decreed 
that the bonds of matrimony existing between the plaintiff and defend- 
ant be and the See gre, hereby disolyed and the pr parties cae } 
Net The Miwictes if Ad UAE 1 Cb, ae, 
from each cris ope hat the/plaintiff recovered against the defen- 
ant the fostéof this suit inythis behal.f expended. And the carse is 


Stricken from the docket. 
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The depositions of Mollie Bledsoe and, others taken before me, 
Geo.P.Cridlin, a commissioner in chancery for the circuit court of 
Lee County, Virginia, on the 3Slst day of August, 1907, at the law 
office of James W.Orr in the town of Jonesville, Va., which deposi- 
tions are intended to be read as evidence in behalf of the plaintiff 
in a certain suit in chancery now depending in the circuit court of 
Lee County, Va. in which Alice Edwards Vs. Harvey Edwards. 


Present: James W.Orr counsel for plaintiff. 


Mollie Bledsoe, a witness of lawful age being auly sworn depos- 


es as follows: 


Q.1.--' Please state your age, and what relation you are to the 


plaintiff? 

A.-- I am 36 years old, and ama sister to the plaintvitt. 

Q.2.-- When was your sister married to Harvey Edwards, and how 
tong did they live together? 

A.-- They were married the 14th of May, 1906. they lived together 
about three months when he left her. ; 

ieO.-- What was the age of your sister and Harvey when they mar- 
ried. 

A.-- She was about 16 years old and I suppose he was about.18 or 
19. 

Q.4.-- State whether or not the defendant treated his said wife 
kindly or otherwise. 

Av-~ He was awfully mean’ to her. Hex cursed her and abused her 
and threatened to slap her, to knock her down &c. 

Q.5.-- What was the demeanor of your Sister towards her husband? 

A.-- She was as'kind as she could be, I never heard her give him 
a cross word. | 

Q.6.-- Where &s the defendant now, if you know. 

A.-- I understand he is in Blount Co. Tenn. He has been down there 

Since they turned him out of jarloshere.. 
7.--Where does the plaintiff live. 
A.-- She has lived in, the ,county every since her marriage, and. did 


some time before her marriage. 


And further this de ponent Saith not. 


Vell. x/lhedeoe 





liijllard Bledsoe, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 

deposes as follows: 

iel.-- Please state,your age and your relationship to the plain-~ 
5 os 

A.-- IT am 20 years old and am a brother to Alice Hdwards. 

Qe es-~ State what the conduet of the plaintiff was towards the 
defendant Wnoile they lived together as husband and wife. 

A.-- He was awful mean to her. have heard him threaten to whip her; 
and have often heard him curse her and abuse her with his tongue, and 
one night While I was. stayine all night with them, after he had quar- 


reled with her that day at dinner, he told her that night that he 


would see her in Hell before he would live with her. Ollie Hyden 


was there that night and he seemed to be acting rather intimate 
with her. 

O.-- What kind of reputayion Ollie Hyden for virtue and 
chastity? 

A.>- It is bad as I have al way s heard. 

Q-4.-- Is it or not a fact that the defendant was convicted 
petit larceny and worked for some Gime on the chain gang here 
Jonesville? 

A.-- My understanding was that he was convicted of stealing some 
Steal traps and I saw hir working for. some time in the chain gang. 


And further this deponent saith not/ 


Malla, Ebedeae Ee 


Wesley I. Burchett, andther witness of lawful age being duly 
sworn déposes as follows: 
.1.-4 State your age and residence. 
As-~ Iam 14 years old, and live near Jonesville on River ridge. 
que State anything you may have heard the defendant say in 
regard to living with the plaintiff. 
A.-~ Some time last Fall, at our house Tf heard him say that he was 


WA EASE Boy j 
nov &@iming to live with him and she had Just as well let him alone. 





ceO.~- State whether or not, at any time after the marriage of the 
plaintiff and defendant, you ever saw the defendant in company with 
other women, and if so under what circumstances? 

A.-- I Byatt say that I did, but last Fall. I saw the defendant 
pass our house going in the diredtion of Mr.John Blakemere's,; and 
in about half an hour Amy Rutherford passed our house and went on 
in the same direction that he went. 


And further this deponent saith not. ae 


Lo 


Wit: one day $0.50 
Paid by plff. Wade 


Adam Smith, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn, 
denoses as follows : 
@.1.-- Please state your age, and residence and are you acqaudénted 
to the parties to this snit. 
Ay-- Tem 23 years old, live.3 miles south of Jonesville... Am 
acqauinted with the AEr bios to this suit, have known them about 
6 venra: 


Q-c.-- State whether or not you ever saw the defendant .in com- 


pany with another woman: under suspicious gircumstances, and if so 


Whe it wes and when and what you saw. 

A,-- On one occasion last Fall I saw the defendant ana Amy Ruther- 
ford, in the woods not far from Doc Burchetts on River ridge, stand- 
ing close together. I passed by near them and left them standing there 

isd.-- What is Amy's reputation for virtue and Chastity? 

A.c~ Her reputation in that regard is bad. 

Q.4.-- Did you ever hear the defendant say anyning about Amy 
Rutherford, Or about going to see her, or anthing of that kind? 

A.-~ [heard him, just & short time before I saw them in the woods 
say that he had a quarter for her, 


And further this’ deponent saith not, 





Virginia, bee County: To-wit: 

1,Geo.P.Cridlin, a commissioner in chancery for the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing deposi- 
tions of Mollie Bledsoe, Millard Bledsoe, Wesley I.Burchett and 
Adam Smith, were taken, sworn to and subscribed at the time place 


and for the purpose in the caption mentioned. 


Given under my hand this the lst day of August, 1907. 


tele jx 
ommissioner in Chancery. 
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Lhe Commonwealth of Mirginia, 


2a, To the Sheriff of the unty of Lee eting: 
Cases YOU*Phat you summon divert 
' 


to appear sat the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the s 


ald court, on 


4 7 
LLCCke -— 10 7. and Le _-year of the Commonwealth. 


, Clerk 
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Mr. Harvey Edwards, 

You will please take notice that on the 31 st day of 
August, 1907, at the law office of James W. Orr in Jonesville, 
Virginia,between the hours of 8 oclock a.m. Sud Voy ORE Mocks pam. T-maaok 
proceed to take the depositions of Mollie Bledsoe and others which 
depositions when taken are intended to be read as evidence in my 
behalf in a certain suit in chancery , pending in the ciréuit court 


od Lee County, Virginia, in which I am plaintiff and you are é@efend- 


ant, and if from any cause the taking of the seid depositions be not 


commenced on that day, or if commencedbe not completed on that day, 
the taking of the ssa@iewill be Fal OTAADE € from time to time and from 


plave to place until completed, - 


ust /Y¥4 /9Of, | Salle Gada dy 
(ig Aaasite 





Phacrat Eubrark 





